Osteosarcoma following radiation treatment for meningioma: report of a case and effective treatment with chemotherapy.
A case of effective chemotherapy in postirradiation sarcoma is reported. A 30-year-old woman underwent a subtotal resection of a benign mixed meningioma followed by a course of radiotherapy. Five years later she developed a skull tumor which was resected. Histological study showed sarcomatous change corresponding most likely to a postirradiation osteosarcoma. Adjuvant chemotherapy (methotrexate, carboplatin, and VP16) was given. A progression occurred 8 months later and the patient was treated unsuccessfully with tamoxifen, LHRH, and later with high dose methotrexate and carboplatin. Six months later a lung metastasis was discovered and she received four cycles of IVP (ifosfamide, vepeside, cisplatin) alternating with IVA (ifosfamide, vepeside, adriamycin). Within 4 months the primary and lung tumours had decreased substantially without evidence of progression at follow-up 5 months later. We conclude that IVP/IVA regimen is a potentially useful therapy when an osteosarcoma of the skull is in progression.